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A study of ‘the sequence of Guofeng’ theory in Mao-Shi

Abstract: ‘The sequence of Guofeng’ theory, refers to those who consider the
sequence of fifteen Guofeng has its own meaning and give it an explanation in the
traditional study of Shijing. Although ‘the sequence of Guofeng’ theory is the same to
‘Si-shi” and ‘Cheng-pian’, no longer suitable for understanding Shijing, it is
Confucians’ important method of pre-understanding and cultivation to explain

Classics in ancient society. ‘The sequence of Guofeng’ theory based on the structure
of ‘Cheng-pian’, but it is not only the footnote of ‘Cheng-pian’. The Confucians in the
Past Dynasties enriched the study of Shijing through ‘the sequence of Guofeng’ theory,
show a way of Classics interpretation, which treats odes as history and values
cultivation. We can understand how ancient Confucians understanding Classics, and

their interpreting context though studying ‘the sequence of Guofeng’ theory.

Keywords: Shijing, the sequence of Guofeng, Cheng-pian theory, the interpretation
of Classics
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